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.Postgraduate Programme in Heritage and Public Culture

Convenor:  Dr N Shepherd

Beginning in 2009, the Centre for African Studies will offer a special stream in Heritage Studies in Africa. The language of heritage has become ubiquitous in post-apartheid South Africa. From Presidet Mbeki’s speeches, peppered with references to a deep history of indigenous achievement at sites like Mapungubwe and Timbuktu, to struggles around cultural rights and the role of traditional leaders, to debates around language and the role of local and indigenous knowledges, speaking of heritage has become a way of addressing complex issues of culture, identity and citizenship. At the same time, the South African experience post-1994 with questions of public history, memory and heritage is widely understood to have been paradigmatic. The postgraduate programme in Heritage Studies in Africa in the Centre for African Studies engages with the richness of local hertage sites, archives and institutions and the central role that formulations heritage have come to play in emergent notions of culture and identity. It differs from other heritage programmes, locally and internationally, in a number of respects. First, in being critical and interdisciplinary in nature, and in drawing on expertise across a range of subject areas. Second, in taking seriously questions of performance, orality and the intangible and embodied aspects of heritage, as a way of moving beyond a tradition of heritage studies focused on sites and buildings. And third, in contextualising questions of hertage in relation to questions of knowledges, archives and the formation of the disciplines in Africa. Students may choose to specialise in any one of the following three areas:

· Public Histories

· Performance

· Archives and Knowledges

In addition, students will do a compulsory methods elective and may choose to do a guided internship in a hertage institution.  The programme offers training and a practical orienctation for work as heritage professionals in a variety of arenas and institutions, as well as for frther research.  Students with good first degrees with a broadly appropriate range of subjects are invited to apply.

Structure:

Students are required to do core courses in the Centre for African Studies and in the School of Architecture and Planning (in Masters year).  In addition, they can choose elective courses from a range departments and disciplines.  All students are encouraged to craft a specialisation particular to their own research interests and future world work. 

Honours:

Core courses
CAS4012S
The African Studies Archive

CAS4006Z 
Public Culture in Africa

Electives:

Two  methodology-focused courses chosen from one of the Heritage disciplines

General elective

CAS4005W 
Honours Research Project/Essay

Masters:

Core courses: 

CAS5008W
Minor Dissertation. This counts 50%

CAS5009S
Critical Issues in Heritage Studies

APG5064F 
Law of Conservation, Heritage Management and Development

APG5067S 
Researching and Assessing Heritage Resources.  

Together, the courses APG5064F and APG5067S count the equivalent of one full course in the Humanities.

Electives:

Students are encouraged to do one of these within the Centre for African Studies.  Students interested in photography and visual culture are encouraged to do FIN5012F Imagaing the world in photographs 

